
 

Greetings,   

 We all love hugs, smiles, and to know that we are loved.  We all cherish the friendships 

we have made and the deep caring we receive as members of St. Paul’s United Methodist 

Church.  But we also know that the Body of Christ has many responsibilities, opportunities, and 

at times challenges.  If you have committed your time, talents, gifts, and service to St. Paul’s 

United Methodist Church, then I am asking as a member that your family commits this year to 

being good stewards for the church, its mission, and its ministry.  The pledge card is a tool; it is 

also a statement of faith for each one of us.  We must ask ourselves, “what is God calling me to 

do?”  It is a personal spiritual question that is being asked.  Not all of us are prepared to tithe the 

ten percent (or more) of our income that is our Biblical example.  But, we can increase our 

giving by two, three, maybe even four percent, if we sacrifice a little.  For instance, one meal out 

could be sacrificed, and that money be placed in the offering plate.  A few extra dollars makes a 

significant difference for our budget.  The Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 9: 6-8 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you 

with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share 

abundantly in every good work.  

 We are reminded that we aren’t to give out of some sense of obligation.  Our giving is a 

heart response to all that God has already given, and entrusted us with.  We have the opportunity 

to be good stewards in multiple ways.  Our time and how we serve in the various ministries of 

the church is one way we communicate our gratitude for God’s abundance within our lives.  But 

there is also our willingness to be a leader and share our gifts of administration.  Many members 

give outside of the church, through the other groups, through volunteering, and this is another 

venue for us to share our God-given gifts with others.  Where we seem to struggle is with our 

monetary giving.  Christ’s followers were known as “stewards” or “servants” these terms are 



used interchangeably in the Gospels.  Paul used the term steward to describe himself and the 

members of the early church in Corinth.  Being a steward of the church is a way we identify 

ourselves and the joy we have found through our faith in Jesus Christ.  We are his stewards, and 

we have been entrusted with continuing his ministry. 

 “God loves a cheerful giver.”  God loves to gift us, and offers us plenty of opportunity to 

share our joy, and faith.  Tithing is a tradition that goes back to the ancient Hebrew people.  

Tithing today speaks to a congregation’s joy for what God is doing in the life of the church. 

 We have much to celebrate.  We continue to serve the community that exists around us.  

We have offered a place for people living with HIV/AIDS to meet in a safe setting.  We have a 

new food pantry that has an educational component to it.  We have and will be giving 

Thanksgiving Baskets to families that would not have a holiday meal without our help.  We 

continue to serve the community around us by offering a community Book study every 

Thursday.  Our church has many blessings to be grateful for.  From the van that we use to pick 

up people for Sunday worship, to the kitchen that we use for fellowship, and monthly meals that 

are taken to the St. Paul’s Community Center for the residents.  God has blessed us with the 

income to provide for these missions and ministries.  What you give on Sunday’s is used for 

kingdom building.  Discipleship making truly happens when “cheerful giving” is a part of the 

church’s tradition, and history.   

 My prayer is that we will all reflect on what St Paul’s United Methodist Church means to 

us as families, and as individual members.  We must prayerfully discern if we can increase our 

tithe, or take a step in faith and begin to tithe by pledging a portion of income to the ministry and 

mission of the church.  Please carefully look over the pledge card because we aren’t just asking 

that you pledge your money, we also need to understand what kind of time you might be willing 

to invest for the ministry of the church.   

 Please turn your card into the church by November 17
th

.  You can mail it back to the 

church address, or bring it with you.  Either way, we will celebrate on November 17
th

, during 

worship by asking for God’s blessing upon those who are committing to be extravagant in their 

generosity while we also thank God for God’s extravagant generosity. 

 

In Christ’s service and love,  

 

Pastor Mary Sullivan 

 


